Zinc in the epididymal and vasal spermatozoa of rhesus monkey (Macaca mulatta).
Zinc level in maturing spermatozoa collected from caput, corpus, and cauda regions of the epididymis and vas deferens of rhesus monkey was measured. Spermatozoa collected from the caput epididymis have the highest concentration of zinc (36 micrograms/10(8) spermatozoa). There was a marked reduction in the zinc content of corpus spermatozoa and a further decrease in the spermatozoa of cauda epididymis. Thus the zinc content of spermatozoa gradually decreases as they migrate from the caput to cauda epididymis. There was a significant increase in the zinc content of vasal spermatozoa as compared to those collected from the cauda region of epididymis.